
VISUAL AID CHARTS  Say it – ‘SHOW IT’ – Do it  

Welcome to The Scouting Outpost…featuring articles 

distributed by the Canadian Boy Scouts Stores 

Department, Supply Services and its Distributors. 

 

It’s time to look at a new 

visual aid for the Patrol 

Corner.  In particular No. 7 

in the 1949 series, the 

Semaphore Visual Aid 

Chart introduced in 1957.  

Let’s also explore the 

literature that will help in 

mastering this 

communication art.    

 

“Semaphore is the use of an apparatus to create a visual 

signal transmitted over distance.  A semaphore can be 

performed with devices including: fire, lights, flags, 

sunlight, and moving arms.”1  It is a form of scoutcraft. 

 

The Signaller badge for a Wolf Cub was 

listed in the 1930 Policy, Organization 

and Rules for Canada.  It became 

extinct in the early 1930’s and was 

replaced.  In order for a Wolf Cub to obtain their Second 

Star they had to “know the alphabet in Morse or 

Semaphore, and be able to send and read slowly simple 

words.”  (Policy, Organization and Rules for Canada, 

1934)  

 

The Scout Signaller Proficiency badge was 

introduced in 1908 and was available until 

1968.  For a Scout to obtain their Second 

Class Scout badge they must “know the 

Semaphore (or Morse) sign for every letter in the 

alphabet and for the numerals, and be able to send and 

read a simple message.” The badge requirements were 

to be passed annually.  (Policy, Organization and Rules 

for Canada, 1934) 

 

Charts were published from the early days of the Stores 

Department history.  They were ideal for putting across 

Scouting techniques.  The 1923 Stores Department Price 

List of uniforms and Equipment Catalogue lists 32 Scout 

Charts with number 15 being Semaphore Signalling 

Code.  These charts were printed on card stock with an 

8” x 11½” dimension.  They were available until the late 

1940’s.   
 

The attractive 1949 series was “printed on serviceable 

cardboard in two colours, ready for hanging.”  The size 

of card number 7 – Semaphore Signalling was 10” x 15”. 

The centre piece of the chart is the Semaphore alphabet 

using flags.  Around it are Scouts sending and receiving 

messages from or to Sea Scouts, along with methods of 

signalling.  
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1 – Wikipedia - Semaphore 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semaphore


   SCOUTER’S MINUTE 
Some items available for signalling from the 1928 Boy Scouts Association Price List of Uniforms, Equipment, 

Books, Etc. (Catalogue No. 9) page 37. 

 

 

1928 Boy Scouts Association Price List of Uniforms, Equipment, Books, Etc. - full page devoted to SIGNALLING 

A number of books and 

booklets are featured 

next from the early 

1920’s onwards. 

 

THE SCOUT SIGNALLER 

Published by The 

Canadian General 

Council of the Boy 

Scouts Association, 

Ottawa, Canada, 1921 

40 pages with 

illustrations - 5¼” x 8” 

Price 20¢ per single copy 

 

“SIGNALLING is a 

subject full of romance” 

 

Is how The Scout 

Signaller begins.  A 

comprehensive book on 

Semaphore and Morse 

Code signalling including 

trail signs, how to signal 

and emphasis on correct 

style. 

 

“This book will fill a long felt want in helping the Scout to 

become proficient in this very useful and interesting subject.  It 

has been compiled by an expert who by the aid of splendid 

illustrations show you “HOW” and “HOW NOT TO” Signal, and 

is kept up-to-date with the latest rules and regulations.  A 

book well worth having.”
2 

 

“Semaphore signalling, with hands or flags, is perhaps the 

easiest of all signalling systems to acquire.  The average Scout  

can readily learn to send and read the Signaller Test at a speed 

of 7 words a minute, and in conversation signalling may 

develop a speed of 25 or 30 words a minute.”
3 

2000 copies were published in 1921 
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2, 3  – THE SCOUT SIGNALLER, Published by The Canadian General Council of the Boy Scouts Association, Ottawa, Canada, 1921 

 



REVISED HANDBOOK FOR 

CANADA OF THE BOY SCOUTS 

ASSOCIATION 

Published by The Canadian 

General Council of The Boy 

Scouts Association. 

508 pages, 1930, First Edition 

Price 75¢ (1932) 

15 pages devoted to Signalling 

with 4 of them pertaining to 

Semaphore.   

 

TENDERFOOT TO KING’S SCOUT – 

The Canadian Boy Scout’s 

Guidebook of Tests 

Published by The Canadian 

General Council of The Boy 

Scouts Association. 

194 pages, Revised 1949 

Price 40¢ 

6 pages devoted to passing Test 

No. 9 – Semaphore and Morse Code Morse Code of the 

Second Class Badge, with 4 pages pertaining to 

Semaphore.   
 

 

 

 
 

 
AIDS TO SIGNALLING 

Carl Heddesheimer S.M. 9th Winnipeg Troop 

1945 The Junior Leader magazine 4 part article 

 

“Most of you probably know semaphore.  It has the advantage 

of being easy to learn, requires no apparatus, is quite speedy 

and is an excellent exercise.”
4
 

“Its disadvantages are that it can only be sent visually by 

daylight, and only over comparative short distances.  But for 

casual hikes, camping trips, etc., it is probably the most 

convenient code of all.”
5 

 

Bulk of the article pertains to Morse Code but it stresses 

these hints to remember: 

 practice makes perfect 

 watch your angles 

 watch your stand 

 always make two sets of flags 

 choose your background wisely 

 control your speed 

 

 
 

 

SIGNALLING FOR THE PATROL 

The Patrol Books series No. 8   

Published by The Boy Scouts 

Association, London 1950 with 

revisions 

40 pages, illustrated 

Catalogue no. 20-508 

Price 25¢ 

10 pages devoted to 

Semaphore. 

“A selection of small booklets of invaluable aid to Patrol 

Leaders.”  1959 - 1960 Catalogue 
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4, 5 – Aids to Signalling, Carl Heddesheimer S.M. 9th Winnipeg Troop 1945 

 

 



SCOUTER’S MINUTE 
Use the diagram on the previous page to decipher the message.  Answer on page 6.   

 

SCOUTER’S MINUTE 
“Signalling Systems” from the 1930 Revised Handbook for Canada of The Boy Scouts Association. 

Reproduced by kind permission from the Handbook for Boys of the Boy Scouts of America. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

COLLECTOR & SIGNALLER –Wolf 

Cub Books No. 5 (UK edition) 

Published by The Boy Scouts 

Association, London 1960  

30 pages, illustrated 

19 pages devoted to Signalling 

with 6 of them pertaining to 

Semaphore.   

 

This booklet is the UK version; the Canadian version 

distributed contained the following Wolf Cub Proficiency 

badges:  COLLECTOR & HOMECRAFT.  For Wolf Cubs in 

Canada the Signaller badge was discontinued in the 

early 1930’s. 

 

BROWN’S SIGNALLING – How to 

Learn the International Code of 

Signals 

Published by Brown, Son & 

Ferguson, Glasgow 1954 

212 pages, Illustrated 

Price $1.75 (1960) 

“An invaluable book dealing with all of 

the Signal methods.  This book is 

particularly useful for Sea Scouts.”   

. 

 

SIGNALLING FOR SCOUTS (The 

Official Scout Manual) 

Published by C. Arthur Pearson, 

Ltd., London 1920 

95 pages, with multiple editions 

No. 186, Price 50¢ (1937) 

Comprehensive book on many 

forms of signalling. 

“Signalling calls for concentration of 

mind, and is largely a matter of self-

education.  The quick response of brain and hand to the eye is 

also a great aid in mental discipline.” 
 

AIDS TO SIGNALLING – GILCRAFT 

Published by C. Arthur Pearson, 

Ltd., London 1936 

61 pages Price 35¢ (1940) 

“This little book…aims to suggest 

some of the reasons for encouraging 

signalling amongst Scouts, some of 

the ways in which a Scouter can 

introduce the subject to his Scouts”.  
 

 

THE BOY SCOUTS COMPLETE 

SIGNALLING INSTRUCTOR 

Published by Brown, Son & 

Ferguson, Ltd. Glasgow 1940 

68 pages, illustrated, revised 

new edition.  Originally 

published in 1914. 

Price 35¢ (1936) 

12 pages devoted to Semaphore 

Signalling. 

“…this new edition which utilizes some of the original material 

of the Signalling Instructor and at the same time presents a 

view of the Scout Signalling Tests in modern form in a clear 

and straightforward manner.” 

 

 



SCOUT TEST GAMES 

Published by C. Arthur Pearson 

Ltd. 1937 

64 pages, 13 pages devoted to 

signalling.  43 games listed 

pertaining to the Signalling 

proficiency badge. 

Price 35¢ (1937) 

“This is not a book of games, in the 

ordinary sense of word, but a 

collection of hints and tips which is hoped will start trains of 

thought in the minds of Scouters.” 

 

SCOUT BADGE TEST SERIES, NO. 

17 SIGNALLER AND LEADING 

SIGNALLER 

Part of the Scout Badge Test 

Series published by Brown, Son 

& Ferguson, Glasgow 1947 

UK publication with Leading 

Signaller proficiency badge for 

older Scouts over 15.  Also must 

send/receive 45 letters per minute. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO TEACH SECOND 
STAR SIGNALLING 
1948 February The Scout 
magazine article 
One page article referring 
to the Circle System, steady 
reading practice and five 
games for Cubs. 
 
One final note on the Signaller Badge…6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In closing, the Scouts Canada National Museum 

continues to promote an interest in communications 

through its Amateur Radio station with call sign 

VE3SHQ.   It began back in the 1960’s when it was 

operated by the National HQ Radio Rover Crew.  

Today it is operated by a group of adult Scouters, who 

also run courses for Ottawa-area Youth & Scouters 

leading to licensing as Government approved short-

wave radio operators.   Advance courses provide Morse 

Code training. 
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6 – Aids to Signalling, Carl Heddesheimer S.M. 9th Winnipeg Troop 1945 

 

 

SCOUTER’S MINUTE (from page 4) 

Scouts.  Flies are dangerous because they fly from filth 

to food and spread many terrible diseases like typhoid 

fever.  Mosquitoes annoy and spoil your sleep.  Be sure 

to keep home and camp free from these insects.  AR 



SCOUTER’S MINUTE 
Some handy items that every Patrol should carry… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article was created and edited by Edward Stepowski C1282 

February 2025 

References:  Boy Scouts Association of Canada catalogues, Policy Organization 

and Rules for Canada, By-Laws, Policies & Procedures, handbooks, The Junior 

Leader, The Scout Leader magazines and Miller Manufacturing catalogue. 

Wikipedia website 

Thank you to Kevin Thur and Dave Truemner for their input. 

Image “the Boy Scout Outpost at EATON’S” is taken from a 1960 Gang Show 

programme Eaton’s advertisement. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BOY SCOUT POCKET SIGNAL GUIDE 

SIGNAL REMINDER CARD 

“A handy folder card which illustrates the Morse and Semaphore 

Codes, special signs, etc.” 

4 pages, illustrated 

No. 176 Price 5¢ (1940) 

 SEMAPHORE SIGNALLING CARDS 

“A very useful method of learning the Semaphore Signal Code.  

Cards show each flag position and its meaning on reverse side.” 

32 cards – alphabet and instruction, illustrated, 2½” 3½” 

Price 25¢ (1940) 

                                                                                                                       

THE SCOUT’S HOW-TO-DO-IT BOOK 

Published by C. Arthur Pearson, Stand, UK 

“Deals with Camping, Cooking, First Aid, Knotting, Scoutcraft, Tracking, Signalling, Signs, Symbols, etc.”   1959 1960 catalogue 

Illustrated.  Price 25¢ (1959 – 1960) 

 

1965 Boy Scout Badge Book (April) 

1934 Policy, Organization and Rules for Canada 

1919 The Boy Scouts Association Handbook for Canada 

1942 Policy, Organization and Rules for Canada 



SCOUTER’S MINUTE 
1937 Price List of “Official” Uniforms, Equipment, Books, Etc. (Catalogue No. 18) page 21 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1937 Price List of “Official” Uniforms, Equipment, Books, Etc. Catalogue No. 18 - full page devoted to SIGNALLING 

 


